
 

 

 

Japanese Grand Prix 
Suzuka, 5th October 2014 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Marco Mattiacci: “For our team, this weekend was unfortunately characterized by reliability problems, yesterday on Kimi’s 
car and today on Fernando’s. With Kimi, we paid the price for not having been able to get his car configured as well as 
possible in the third free practice session. That meant he suffered with balance problems throughout the race. Today, with 
Fernando, we had a bit more of a chance and what happened today just underlines the fact that we must improve the car. 
However, at the moment, all this is of secondary importance and all our thoughts are only with Jules Bianchi.” 

Fernando Alonso: “It was a real shame losing the opportunity to take part in this race because, with nothing to lose in 
terms of the championship, I could have taken a few more risks and maybe aimed for the podium. I still don’t know what 
caused the unfortunate technical problem, only that suddenly, the car lost all its electrics, maybe down to a short circuit 
caused by the rain. Now, in the four remaining races, the priority is still to pick up as many points as possible, because we 
are still aiming for third place in the Constructors’ classification. On that front, it could be good that we can count on 
using this engine which did hardly any distance today, thus not having to use a new one which would mean starting one of 
the remaining races from the pit lane. However, the only good news we want right now relates to Jules Bianchi. I hope that 
we hear very soon that he’s alright.” 

Kimi Raikkonen: “Overall, this was a very disappointing weekend. I had set-up problems right from the first day and again 
today in the race I didn’t manage to drive the way I would have liked. After the start behind the Safety Car, the track 
conditions were pretty atrocious and visibility was very poor, but my car was handling okay. Then, when the rain eased, I 
fitted the Intermediate tyres, but after a few laps, they were no longer up to temperature and they began to give me 
problems at the front end, which meant I had to slow down. Now, we will try and resolve this problem as quickly as 
possible and aim to improve, starting with the very next race, but more importantly right now, let’s hope we get some good 
news about Jules Bianchi soon.” 

Pat Fry: “It’s disappointing to finish the weekend without scoring points, but our biggest concern tonight is what 
happened to Jules Bianchi. We still don’t know much but it looked very serious. As for our race, Fernando’s only lasted a 
couple of laps, probably because of a problem with the electrical system, however we will need to wait until we have the car 
back for confirmation. Kimi’s main problem was graining on the front tyres. At the pit stop he lost valuable time because of 
a problem with the front right, but even without that, I think his finishing position wouldn’t have been that much different. 
Today’s conditions were definitely not easy and what happened here highlights just how important it is to work on the 
reliability of the car.” 

Race 

 Pos. Time Gap Laps FL L 

ALONSO NC       6:19.243 DNF 2 - - 

Pit-stop 1st stop Lap 2 New  Extreme Wet 

RAIKKONEN 12th  1:51:49.838 + 1 lap 43 1.52.426 36 

Pit-stop 

1st stop Lap 2 New  Extreme Wet 

2nd stop Lap 11 New Intermediate 

3rd stop Lap 23 New Intermediate 

4th stop Lap 34 Old Extreme Wet 

Weather: air 19/20 °C, track 23/32 °C. Rain 


