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Maurizio Arrivabene: “I’m only half happy today, because the real joy comes when you win. I am happy about 
the podium and for Seb, but above all I am pleased for the team, because this is a good starting point, although 
it’s definitely not the end of the road. I am sorry for Kimi, because everyone could see how strong he was in the 
race. But at the second pit stop, there was a problem with a wheelnut on which the threads had already been 
crossed during the first one. We realised there was a possible problem and we decided to stop the car 
immediately, because safety is the number one priority. Looking to Malaysia, we will keep our feet on the 
ground, because the Albert Park is a rather unusual track. If the second Williams had also been racing today, 
there would have been a clearer picture of the opposition we face. But now we have realised we can do well, we 
must begin to stop thinking about being “second best” and start aiming higher.” 

Kimi Raikkonen: “Shortly after the start, someone hit me from behind. Then I felt another contact on my right 
side, but I don’t think it was Sebastian’s car. The impact activated the anti-stall system and did some damage to 
the floor of the car. We were very quick in the race, able to catch the Williams and to fight for the podium: but 
then there were problems at both pit stops. I don’t know exactly what happened, but I know I lost something in 
terms of downforce. However, my team-mate’s podium is a great result for the team. Already in qualifying, 
despite my mistake on the quick lap, we knew we had a good car. And in the race, the gap to the Mercedes 
seemed less than on Saturday. It’s simply that, today, everything happened to me.” 

Sebastian Vettel: “They did not play the Italian anthem on the podium, but we can be very pleased with this 
weekend. It’s a shame that a small mistake prevented Kimi from finishing the race but, in general, it was a very 
“clean” weekend. The most important thing is we have a good car, a real platform from which to carry on 
working. So thank you and congratulations also to the people who have worked hard in Maranello, as well as 
those here in Australia. Without them, this result would not have been possible. The start was not the best, 
there was too much wheelspin and when I tried to hold the inside line, my tyres were still too cold. We had a 
great race strategy, which allowed us to jump the Williams, which had a good top speed, at our one pit stop. 
Now we must confirm our performance in the coming races and then, one step at a time, let’s hope we can 
begin to close on the Mercedes. The gap is still big, but of all the teams, I think ours is the one that has 
improved the most over the winter. For a long time, I’ve dreamed of driving for Ferrari and it’s happened at the 
right time. I drank the champagne on the podium and I kept some for the guys in the team, because they told 
me they like it a lot… Thanks also to the fans. We have a great car, not just for qualifying but also for the race. 
Let’s hope we can get on the podium again and maybe even get a few wins!” 

Race 

 Pos. Time Gap Laps FL L 

RAIKKONEN R 1:05.17.916 - 40 1.31.426 36 

Pit-stop 
1

st
  stop Lap 16 Old Soft 

2
nd

  stop  Lap 40 New Medium 

VETTEL 3
rd

  1:32.28.590 + 34.523 58 1.31.457 52 

Pit-stop 1st stop Lap 24 New Medium 

Weather: air 21 °C, track 35/38 °C. Sunny 


