
Singapore Grand Prix
MARINA BAY CIRCUIT

 

FREE PRACTICE 1

Charles LECLERC #16 P1 1'33"350 25 laps

Carlos SAINZ #55 P2 1'33"428 24 laps

Weather: sunny, dry. Temperatures: air 32°, track 42°

FREE PRACTICE 2

Carlos SAINZ #55 P1 1'32''120 26 laps

Charles LECLERC #16 P2 1'32"138 27 laps

Weather: night; clear, dry. Temperatures: air 30°, track 37°
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A respectable start, but it’s only Friday

Singapore, 15 September 2023 –  Both free practice sessions went well for Scuderia Ferrari at the

Singapore Grand Prix, although it is only Friday and therefore too early to make optimistic predictions

regarding the rest of the weekend. Carlos Sainz and Charles Leclerc were at the top of both time sheets,

doing plenty of laps and working both in qualifying trim, essential between the walls of the Marina Bay

circuit, and in race configuration. 

FP1. In the first session Charles and Carlos started on Hard tyres, racking up enough laps to get a feel for

racing between the barriers and to get used to the new layout in Sector 3, now around 10 seconds faster

thanks to the removal of four corners. Both drivers then switched to Softs, setting their best times of

1’33”350 for Leclerc and 1’33”428 for Sainz. In the final minutes both drivers reverted to the set of Hard

tyres they used at the start, running with a higher fuel load. Charles did 25 laps, Carlos 24.

FP2. The programme resumed in the second session when Carlos and Charles first went out on Medium

tyres. They then switched to Soft tyres, the compound they will use again tomorrow in the final phase of

qualifying: Carlos stopped the clocks in 1’32”120 while Charles posted a 1’32”138. With 20 minutes

remaining, the work resumed on race simulation, with a heavy fuel load and the Medium tyres from the

earlier runs. Sainz did 26 laps, Leclerc did 25.

 

Tomorrow. Qualifying, which starts at 21 local (15 CEST) will be very important as good grid positions for

the team can open up interesting scenarios for Sunday’s race. There is one final free practice session at

17.30 (11.30 CEST) during which the team will again work on race pace, where there seems to be some

room for improvement.

A positive Friday. The car seemed to be in the right window from the
very first lap in FP1 so we kept focused on fine tuning the set-up
during the second session. I expect the track to improve for
tomorrow, so we should have higher grip and then we’ll see how
much our competitors and ourselves can improve for qualifying.

Carlos Sainz #55

 



It was quite a good day. The car looks a bit more competitive than we
had expected on a track like this, but we shouldn’t get carried away
because I think that our competitors are not showing their true pace
yet.
We will work on optimising the balance on my side overnight and I’m
sure we will see some further improvements for tomorrow.

Charles Leclerc #16
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