
 

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix
YAS MARINA CIRCUIT

 

Yas Marina for the last hurrah

Maranello, 16 November 2022 – Scuderia Ferrari team members flew out of Brazil on a direct flight to Abu

Dhabi for the final race of the season. The team is set for one last effort, absolutely determined to end a

positive year with a flourish, after it returned to winning ways this season with four victories, having been

front runners in almost all the races.

 

Goals. Among this weekend’s goals are securing second place in both championships. In the

Constructors’, the Scuderia leads Mercedes by 19 points, while in the Drivers’, Charles Leclerc arrives in

the UAE equal on points with Sergio Perez, but ahead of the Mexican by virtue of having more wins. As

usual, the 14th edition of this race is being held at the Yas Marina circuit, which underwent some

modifications last year to improve the show.

 

Three drivers again. Three drivers will be on duty at Yas Marina for the Scuderia. In accordance with this

year’s regulations, Robert Shwartzman will be back, having his second outing of the season, replacing

Carlos Sainz at the wheel of the F1-75 in the first free practice session. This will give the team’s test driver

a head start for this coming Tuesday, when he has the car to himself all day as part of the young driver
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test. During this session, Charles and Carlos will both drive the other car, as part of a Pirelli test of the

2023 tyres. 

 

Programme. As always, the race gets underway at dusk, with most of the other sessions taking place late

in the day. Free practice starts on Friday at 14 local (11 CET) while the second session begins at 17 (14

CET). On Saturday, the final hour to set up the cars is scheduled for 14.30 (11.30 CET) prior to qualifying

at 18 (15 CET). The 14th Abu Dhabi Grand Prix will get underway at 17 local (14 CET).

Three questions to...

RICCARDO ADAMI, RACE ENGINEER CAR #55

1. Can you tell us about your passion for motorsport and the path that brought you to Scuderia
Ferrari?
"It all started during my studies at university, I realized I was really passionate about the technical aspects

of motorsport. I found that I loved learning about all the aspects of this fantastic world. It was then easy for

me to decide to progress from there, partially by luck, to F1 and finally to Ferrari, having a lot of fun in

doing what I’m doing".

 
2. This weekend we race at Abu Dhabi. Which kind of track is Yas Marina? What will it involve for
you, engineering two drivers, starting with Robert and the switching to Carlos?
"The track was quite radically changed last year, making it faster and with more overtaking opportunities.

It’s now even more challenging in terms of understanding tyre behaviour and the wing level choices.

Having Robert in FP1 will be interesting, as it’s always nice to see the enthusiasm and the approach of a

young driver to F1. We’ll give him the best opportunity to learn, understand and to test few important

things that will be useful for Carlos and Charles during the rest of the weekend and for next year’s car

development".

 

3. This is Sebastian Vettel’s last race. You worked with him at Scuderia Toro Rosso and again
during the six years he spent at Ferrari. What are your best memories on the track with him, and
what was the legacy he left that you can see today in the team’s processes?
"There are a huge number of great memories with Seb both on and off the track. It’s difficult to pick just a

few! I definitely remember his first epic win in Monza 2008 (with a Ferrari engine). The first unexpected

win with Scuderia Ferrari in Malaysia 2015 at his second race with the team. The many wins and podiums

in both 2017 and 2018 when, with a slower car, we were able to challenge the dominant team (Mercedes)

for the title right to the very end of those seasons. Seb has brought quite a lot to the team in term of

methodologies, attention to detail, he was pushing for improvements at all levels. We put a lot of effort into

developing the simulator and it’s now a much better tool that it was back then.".

 

Riccardo Adami
Nationality: Italy



 

 

Born on 27/11/1973
in Brescia (Italy)
 

Photos of Riccardo Adamy are available for download at

https://we.tl/t-WeyHbzp1Up

 

Ferrari Stats

GP contested 1051

Seasons in F1 73

Debut Monaco 1950 (A. Ascari 2nd; R. Sommer 4th; L. Villoresi ret.)

Wins 242 (23.02%)

Pole positions 242 (23.02%)

Fastest laps 259 (24.64%)

Total podiums 797 (25.28%)

Ferrari Stats Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

GP contested 13

Debut 2009 Brazilian GP (K. Räikkönen 12th; G. Fisichella 16th)

Wins 0

Pole positions 0
Fastest laps 3 (23.08%)

Total podiums 8 (20.51%)



 

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix: facts & figures 

 
13”180. The difference in seconds between the lap record for the old 5.554 kilometre track
(1’39”283) and the 5.281 km layout first used last year (1’26”103). The new more flowing layout has

also seen a clear increase in the average lap speed from 201.387 to 220.800 km/h.

 

43. The number of districts in Abu Dhabi. Its population of just over 1.5 million is growing

continuously and has far exceeded the 600,000 limit originally projected by its administrators. Therefore,

instead of encroaching on the desert, it is expanding into the sea through the construction of artificial

islands.

 

175. The percentage increase in the Abu Dhabi population in the fifteen years from 1965 to 1970.
The number rose from 46,400 to 127,763 mainly due to the boom in the oil business.

 

273. The difference in length in metres between the old circuit and the new layout introduced
last year, which is shorter than before. That has led to the number of race laps increasing from 57 to

58..

 

5.627. The size in square metres of the carpet in the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque. Located in

the main prayer hall, it is the largest carpet in the world, designed by the Iranian artist, Ali Khaliqui.
It is made of around 2,268 billion knots and took two years to complete by a team of 1,200 craftsmen.
The wool came from Iran and New Zealand and it weighs 35 tons.
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