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Russian Grand Prix
SOCHI

RACE
A handful of points

 Pos. Time Gap Laps FL Lap

Charles LECLERC 6 1.35'02"550 62"186 53 1'39"053 47

 Start Medium

 1st stop Lap 28 Hard

Sebastian VETTEL 13 1.34'15"467 1 lap 52 1'39"588 46

 Start Medium

 1st stop Lap 30 Hard

Weather: sunny. Temperatures: air 28°, asphalt 38°.
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Sochi, 27 September 2020 – Scuderia Ferrari leaves Sochi with a sixth place courtesy of

Charles Leclerc and a 13th with Sebastian Vettel, after a relatively straightforward race, apart

from two incidents on the opening lap that brought out the Safety Car. 

 

Tyre management. Starting from tenth, Charles soon found himself eighth, after Carlos Sainz hit

the barriers at turn 2 and Lance Stroll spun after a collision with the Monegasque. From then on,

he did a perfect job of managing the tyres, which was the key to his race. Leclerc was actually

the third from last driver to make his stop on lap 29, going from Medium to Hard. Charles ran at

a consistent pace and made no mistakes, thus making up two more places, getting ahead of

Pierre Gasly and Esteban Ocon, to finish sixth behind Daniel Ricciardo. 

 

Vettel. At the start, Vettel, who was taking part today in his 250th race in Formula 1, maintained

14th place and spent the entire race outside the points. He pitted on lap 31 to change tyres and

in the closing stages, made a few passing moves, but still could not break in to the top ten. 

 

Next round. The World Championship resumes in a fortnight’s time in Germany with the Eifel

Grand Prix on 11 October, the Nürburgring thus returning to the calendar for the first time since

2013 when the winner was Sebastian Vettel.

Charles Leclerc #16

"It was tricky at the beginning, as I had a pretty poor start and lost a

few positions by turn one, but then I regained them immediately and

from then on the performance was very good. Our pace was not too

bad at all today.

We were quite strong in our first stint on Medium tyres and we

managed to go long on them also because I paid particular attention to

tyre management today, after we had seen a lot of degradation on

Friday in our race simulation. I worked on it and I am glad it worked out

well.

We maximized what we had today and that’s the most important thing.

It’s a positive weekend for us and this also helps us mentally."

Sebastian Vettel #5

"It was a bit of a boring race, as we didn’t have many options in terms

of strategy. My start, from the dirty side of the track, was not ideal and



so I couldn't benefit from other people’s crashes and collisions. After

the Safety Car period I was a bit stuck and I struggled to stay close to

the cars in front of me.

In the middle part of the race the car was quicker than yesterday in

quali but I struggled to make the tyres last, partly because following

other cars did not help. I did the maximum today but I was just not

quick enough."

Mattia Binotto Team Principal

To sum up the weekend, it was a step forward, at least compared to

recent races, both in terms of the result and our performance level.

Charles produced a solid drive to sixth, getting the most out of the

package. He was aggressive after the start and then drove a very

mature race for someone who is not yet 23. 

Sebastian was unable to get into the points, stuck in traffic in the key

moments after the start. We brought a few small aero updates to

Sochi: nothing radical in terms of performance but a step in the right

direction for the development of the car. In a season when the gaps in

the mid-field are very close, it doesn’t take much to move up the order.

We must continue moving forward like this, starting with the next round

in a fortnight at the Nürburgring. 
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