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French GP
LE CASTELLET

RACE
Signs of progress

 Pos. Time Gap Laps FL Lap

Charles LECLERC 3rd 1.24'50"183 18"985 53 1'33"828 40

 Starting tyres Medium

 1st stop Lap 21 Hard

Sebastian VETTEL 5th 1.25'33"994 62"796 53 1'32"740 53

 Starting tyres Medium

 1st stop Lap 25 Hard

 2nd stop Lap 51 Soft

Weather: sunny. Temperatures: air 25°/27°, asphalt 50°/52°
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Le Castellet, 23 June 2019 – Scuderia Ferrari comes away from the French Grand Prix with a

third place courtesy of Charles Leclerc, the Monegasque driver finishing right behind Valtteri

Bottas and a fifth place from Sebastian Vettel, who thus finished two places higher than he

started, following a difficult qualifying on Saturday. The German also set the fastest race lap,

which is a new lap record.

 

Start. When the five red lights went out, Charles went wheel to wheel with Max Verstappen,

getting the better of the Dutchman before closing in on Hamilton and Bottas. Sebastian hung on

to seventh place, keeping out of trouble which is often a factor in the middle of the pack.

 

Overtaking. In the opening laps, Leclerc managed to pull away from Verstappen, while a bit

further back, Vettel thrilled the French crowd with a handful of spectacular passing moves. He

stuck to the McLaren of Lando Norris, getting by on lap 5. At this point he set his sights on the

other orange car, that of Carlos Sainz. The German closed up to him on lap 6 and passed him to

go fifth on the following lap.

 

Pitstop. Both men started on the Medium tyres and Charles was the first to stop on lap 21,

taking on the Hard tyres, rejoining fourth behind Vettel. The German came in a few laps later, the

aim was for him to have fresher rubber at the end of the race so that he could profit from any

drop off in performance from the Dutchman rival. Sebastian rejoined fifth on lap 26, just over six

seconds behind Verstappen.

 

Tyre management. At this point, for both drivers the main task became tyre management, as

there was a risk of degradation because of the high track temperature. Charles made a very

good job of this so that, towards the end, he was able to close right up on Bottas, sitting on his

tail for the final lap and tried to get alongside him a couple of times, although a pass was never

really on the cards.

 

Fastest lap. Sebastian also managed his tyres well, but he couldn’t really close the gap to

Verstappen. So on lap 51, the team brought him in for a set of Soft tyres and he went off in

pursuit of the race fastest lap. The German took the chequered flag in fifth place having

achieved that goal with a time of 1’32”740, which was also a new lap record. This was Charles’

third F1 podium following on from those in Bahrain and Canada. The World Championship

resumes in only a few days with next Sunday’s Austrian GP at the Spielberg circuit.

Charles Leclerc #16

"Overall, this weekend was pretty positive. I’m pleased I was able to

fight for second place right at the end, even if I never had a real



chance to attack Valtteri. I am satisfied because we managed to

maximise the potential of the car.

It was about time, because after a few so-so weekends, everything

went smoothly right from the start of free practice and then in qualifying

and the race, where our strategy was perfect both in terms of the

timing of the pit stop and our tyre management in the second part of

the race.

I believe hard work always pays off and I feel we proved that this

weekend. Now we go straight to Austria where I hope we can maintain

this same good form.”

Sebastian Vettel #5

"I had a pretty lonely race, apart from a bit of confusion at the start,

given that the timing of the lights going out caught us a bit by

surprise.  It was fun fighting with the McLarens, first Norris then Carlos.

The first stint went pretty well and that meant I could close the gap to

Charles and Max. Then in the second one, I had a few more balance

problems and I didn’t feel totally comfortable with the car.

I think today’s fifth place was the most we could have done, given that

Charles, Max and me were all running at pretty much the same pace.

At least getting the fastest race lap means I get an extra point.

We still need to understand why Friday was so complicated with some

of the parts we brought here not working as we had hoped. Our car is

not yet strong enough and it’s down to us to improve. We still don’t

have the pace to beat Mercedes, but I know that everyone at

Maranello is working with so much positive pressure - and passion."

Mattia Binotto Team Principal

It was rather a straightforward race, the end result being that Charles

maintained his start position all the way to the end. Sebastian

managed to shake off the McLarens as we had hoped and then ran a

strong race, keeping a consistent pace, on a par with those ahead of

him. When Verstappen pitted, we kept Seb out for a few more laps,

given that the tyres were difficult to manage and were likely to suffer

with significant degradation in the closing stages, as we saw on the

Mercedes. Therefore every extra lap we stayed out would mean

having fresher tyres towards the end and that could have been

important in terms of giving us a chance to beat Max.

In terms of performance, we are not yet where we want to be. We

knew this circuit would be tough for us and to finish with Charles right

behind Bottas is encouraging.



The developments we have introduced since the Spanish GP have

allowed us to close the gap and we have shown that we are on the

right path. Some of these updates have proved to be very useful,

others unfortunately less so, but we know that we have potential to

improve significantly. At this point, we are confident, aware that there is

still a lot to do, but that we have the ability to develop the car and to be

competitive on all tracks.
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