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Azerbaijan GP
BAKU CITY CIRCUIT

RACE 
We wanted more

 Pos. Time Gap Laps FL Lap

Sebastian VETTEL 3rd 1.32'04"681 11"739 51 1'44"629 46

 1st stop Lap 11 Medium

Charles LECLERC 5th 1.33'02"049 1'09"107 51 1'43"009 50

 1st stop Lap 34 Soft

 2nd stop Lap 47 Soft

Weather: clear, windy. Temperatures: air 21°/17°, asphalt 41°/29°
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28 April 2019 – Scuderia Ferrari Mission Winnow leaves Azerbaijan having taken its third

podium finish of the season, but with a sense of regret at not getting a better result. Sebastian

Vettel finished third for the second consecutive race, while Charles Leclerc, starting back in

eighth because of his qualifying mistake, worked his way up to fifth and, at one point even led

the race for 19 laps. He also took the point for setting the race fastest lap. 

  

Sebastian maintained his third place off the grid, while Charles, on the Medium tyres dropped

from eighth to tenth but, from the second lap began a great climb up the order. He picked off his

rivals at the rate of one per lap, despatching them in the order Daniel Ricciardo, Daniil Kvyat,

Carlos Sainz, Lando Norris, Sergio Perez and Max Verstappen, to move to third place, by the

time Vettel pitted on lap 11. Shortly afterwards, Valtteri Bottas and Lewis Hamilton pitted to go

from Softs to Mediums and that saw Charles in the lead. 

  

At this point, the team opted to lengthen Leclerc’s stint as much as possible, in case a Safety

Car period would mean the Monegasque driver could pit losing less time and could thus set off in

attacking mode for the final stint. The opportunity never arose and Charles came in on lap 34,

rejoining sixth behind Pierre Gasly, whom he took one lap to pass. 

  

In the closing stages, Sebastian managed his lead over Max Verstappen, to finish third behind

Bottas and Hamilton. Charles was running unchallenged in fifth and therefore on lap 47, he

pitted for fresh tyres to go for the fastest lap of the race. He did it, setting a new track record of

1’43”009. It was Ferrari’s 250th fastest lap in Formula 1. The next round takes place in two

weeks’ time in Spain.

Sebastian Vettel #5

"That was fun driving today, although not so much in the first stint

when I couldn’t get the tyres to work and I didn’t have as much grip as

I’d expected. We were not quick and the performance was uneven

because I damaged the tyres trying to get them up to temperature and

then, once they were there, they didn’t give the performance I’d

expected because, they were damaged. After the pit stop I really got a

good pace and I had fun because I felt the car was fully under control

and I felt free to push, even if it wasn’t enough to put our rivals under

pressure. At the restart following the Virtual Safety Car, I set my fastest

lap and I managed to get the gap to Verstappen to a second. I think

that by then he realised he couldn’t attack me and so I was able to

drop the pace a bit in the closing laps. Our pace was alright today, but

not good enough. The whole team is working to the maximum and so I

feel confident. I believe in this team and I know we can improve. We

have a good car, but we’re not using it in the way to get the results we

should be getting. It’s like a Rubik’s cube where you have to have



everything in the right order. We have a lot of clever people in the team

who could solve that puzzle in less than two minutes, but in this case

the cube is a bit bigger.”

Charles Leclerc #16

“We extracted the most we could have done out of today’s race. After

the setback in qualifying, I started from P8 on medium tyres. It was a

bit tricky in the beginning, because everyone around me was starting

on the soft compound while I struggled a little bit to get up to speed.

Once I got the tyres up to temperature, I had good grip and the

situation improved. We had a strong first stint and were able to gain

some positions there. After the pit-stop it became clear that we would

not be able to move further up the order, so we decided to stop

pushing to save the tyres, pitted for a new set and so I was able to

bring home the point for the fastest lap at the end. Overall, it hasn’t

been the best weekend but our potential was clearly there and I hope

that we will have a much better performance at the next GP in Spain

again.”

Mattia Binotto Team Principal

Our performance did not live up to our expectations today. Qualifying

had not gone the way we would have wanted and, on this track, grid

positions make a big difference, as starting further back makes

everything more difficult. In the race, there were no Safety Car periods

to take advantage of, which might have played into our hands against

our rivals. Sebastian produced a solid performance, always close to

the two leaders and he fully deserved to finish on the podium. Charles

ran a great race, moving up the order, after losing a few places at the

start, because it was harder for him to get his Medium tyres up to

temperature than it was for those on the Softs. Today, our pace was

not good enough and our rivals were faster. We have to go home,

identify the areas where we are weak and push in our way of working,

to make more aggressive choices to get back to where we deserve to

be.

  

https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI2
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI3
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI4


Images are free to download for all editorial purposes. Commercial use should be approved by Scuderia Ferrari. For rights-free

photos please visit: media.ferrari.com

Motor Sport Press Office - press.office@ferrari.com - phone +39 0536.949450 - fax +39 0536.949049 

 

Ferrari.com 

Formula1.ferrari.com 

SF90.ferrari.com 

 

Click here to unsubscribe from this list

https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI5
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI6
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI7
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI8
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xI9
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xIa
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xIb
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xIc
https://news.ferrari.com/re?l=DI1shzkfjIhx09m1xId&req=mid%3D3900048175%26gid%3D3900030561%26fnm%3D%26sig%3DAOEPNOBPDHGNOIML%26uid%3D39001132005

