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Abu Dhabi GP
YAS MARINA CIRCUIT

RACE
Charles ends the season on the podium

 Pos. Time Gap Laps FL Lap

Charles LECLERC 3rd 1.34'49"150 43"435 55 1'40"442 44

 Starting tyres Medium

 1st stop Lap 12 Hard

 2nd stop Lap 38 Soft

Sebastian VETTEL 5th 1.35'10"072 1'04"357 55 1'40"128 55

 Starting tyres Soft

 1st stop Lap 12 Hard

 2nd stop Lap 38 Medium
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Weather: evening, clear, dry. Temperatures: air 26°, asphalt 26°

Abu Dhabi, 1 December 2019 – Scuderia Ferrari Mission Winnow rounded off its 2019 season

with a third and a fifth place for Charles Leclerc and Sebastian Vettel respectively. It was the

Monegasque’s tenth podium of the season, the Scuderia’s 19th.

 

First stop. At the start, Charles managed to pass Max Verstaqppen for second place and

chased after race leader Lewis Hamilton, who was outpacing everyone on track. Sebastian also

tried to pass the Dutch Red Bull driver, but had to settle for fourth. Both drivers came in for their

pit stop on lap 12: Charles was trying to avoid being undercut by Verstappen and Sebastian

because he had started on the soft tyres. They both fitted Hards, while Verstappen and Hamilton

stayed out for a further 13 and 14 laps respectively. The Englishman kept the lead, while

Verstappen came out behind Charles, but thanks to his fresher rubber, was able to overtake the

Monegasque to go second on lap 32.

 

Second stop. At this point, the team realised the pace wasn’t quick enough on the hard tyre and

brought its drivers in once more to put them out on fresh tyres. Again they came in on the same

lap 38, with Leclerc taking on softs and Vettel mediums. Charles stayed third, managing to fend

off Valtteri Bottas in the closing stages, while Sebastian who had lost two places to the Finn and

Alex Albon, managed to pass the Thai to finish fifth. 

 

Season summary. Scuderia Ferrari Mission Winnow finished second in the Constructors’ while

Charles is fourth and Sebastian fifth in the Drivers’. Overall the team took nine pole positions,

Charles securing more than any other driver with seven (four of which in a row). Then there were

the three wins, two for Charles at Spa and Monza and one for Sebastian in Singapore and a

total of 19 podium finishes. Although the season is over, there is still one appendix to it in the

shape of a two day tyre test at this track on Tuesday (Sebastian) and Wednesday (Charles).

Charles Leclerc #16

"I would never have imagined my first season with Ferrari like this. In

terms of satisfaction, as a driver, it is great to have had the chance to

end the year with a few poles and wins in the bag. On the other hand,

you also always strive for more, and there is always something that

you can do better. Overall, I think that it was a positive season for me. I

learned a lot and am thankful to the whole team for all of their support

and hard work.

It was not an easy race today. Starting from P3, I knew that I would

have to win to get back the third place in the Drivers’ championship, so



I gave it my all. Unfortunately, it didn’t work out today. We will have to

spend some time working on our race pace this winter. We have been

very strong in qualifying this year, but have room for improvement in

our long run performance.

In any case, it’s nice to round off the season with a podium and have

some time off now. I am sure that after just a few days, going back to

racing will be all I can think about and I am already looking forward to

being back in Melbourne."

Sebastian Vettel #5

"At the start I didn't have anywhere to go and then, the fact the DRS

didn't work didn't help, because  that was when I had an advantage

with the tyres over Max (Verstappen), which then faded later on in the

stint. After the first pitstop I wasn’t very competitive and so we pitted

again. In that moment we lost two places and I was only able to

recover one of them, because today Mercedes was simply too fast.

All in all we didn’t have the year that we were hoping for. The reasons

are clear and lessons have been learned so now we just have to take

them on board.

I think as a team we must grow, but I have to say that this year has not

been ideal from my side, even if I don't think it was as bad as it looks.

There were many small things that contributed to what maybe didn’t

look like a great picture in the end. 

I know I can do better, that is for sure the target for next year, to make

a step forward. Hopefully we will have a strong package with which we

are able to fight with our rivals. Now I will focus on the test and then I

will be happy to get some rest".

Mattia Binotto Team Principal

We knew that we were lacking some elements to have one of our

better races today. We had to try something different to manage the

difficult task of getting Charles to finish third in the Drivers’

Championship. His performance level today was an accurate reflection

of our car’s potential in this race and it was therefore satisfying to see

him on the podium. He drove a strong race to round off a great

season.

As for Sebastian, he struggled a bit in the early stages as he could not

use DRS, when his soft tyres should have given him an advantage.

After that he did all he could to finish in the points.

Now we have a busy winter ahead of us, when we will work very hard,



while concentrating on the priorities of doing a good job by all pulling

together.

The final thought at the end of this long season goes to our fans. We

want to thank them once again for having always stood by us during

the good and the bad times. They deserve so much and we can’t wait

to repay them for their support.
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